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Building bridges to, from and with Asia 
It goes without saying, networking is crucial for communication. Of course there is a 
business overtone and some direct motive, but there are strategic considerations too: It 
is good for your career, or it adds to your power and influence if you know many people 
in important positions - if you know the ‘right’ people. In the business world such moti-
vations are understood by everybody and more or less accepted as necessary PR and a 
regular component of your work. 
In academia we are catching on fast. Every year academics the world over travel to confer-
ences in far flung places, attend receptions, participate in workshops, sit on learned com-
mittees, returning home with our pockets full with new business cards and contacts. For 
those of us trying to cut down on our global emissions, the internet and email is making 
building bridges and crossing borders easier than ever. 
In this issue of IIAS Newsletter, we look at the consequences of people crossing borders 
and making connections with our theme on Transnational Marriage in Asia. The collection 
of articles hopes to offer new insights into marriage and migration, the impact on com-
munities and the difficulties of building trust and genuine relationships in a cross-cultural 
environment.
Building trust and genuine relationships brings us back to networking, of course. Follow-
ing the recent convention in Kuala Lumpur, ICAS has proved itself to be a prime example 
of an Asian Studies network that is successfully building bridges across regions, disci-
plines and subject areas. I am also pleased to report that IIAS has become an observer 
to an agreement founding the European Consortium for Asian Field Studies (ECAF). You 
can read more about this exciting initiative from the École française d’Extreme-Orient 
(EFEO) in the Insitutional News pages of this issue. I also suggest you read the article 
‘Forging Links Between Distant Lands’ (p 41) on the new addition to the Asian Studies 
fold – ASÍS, The Icelandic Centre for Asian Studies. This surprising setting for the Asian 
Studies curriculum results from an explosion in trade, tourism and cultural exchanges 
between Iceland and Asian countries in recent years. 
These are just a few examples of the bridges that are being built to, from and with Asia and 
by carrying on this trend and investing time in each other, I am convinced Asian studies 
will reap the rewards. 
Max Sparreboom
director
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